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This 1828 facsimile reprint of the first American Dictionary documents the quality of Biblical

education which raised up American statesmen capable of forming our Constitutional Republic.

Webster traced roots in twenty-six languages, and gives examples from classical literature and the

Bible. Comprehensive introductions are presented for language and grammar. It has been

described by one Christian scholar as "the greatest reprint of the twentieth century." The added

biography by Rosalie Slater, "Noah Webster, Founding Father of American Scholarship and

Education," describes his contribution to many fields and records his conversion to Christ.
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NOAH WEBSTER'S FIRST EDITION OF AN AMERICAN DICTIONARY OF THE ENGLISH

LANGUAGE. San Francisco: Foundation for American Christian Education, Twelfth Printing, 2000.

ISBN 0-912498-03-XThis book is a facsimile of the 1828 two-volume dictionary in one volume,

which besides having its own great intrinsic interest, will also be of great interest to students of

Emily Dickinson.Noah Webster was a very learned and very devout man, and his ideas about

language in his very long Introduction to this book make for interesting reading. The frontispiece

gives us a marvelous portrait of Webster. He looks like a man of strong will and determination,

qualities he would have needed to push his great project to a conclusion.As for the actual entries,

Christian readers will find it rewarding to compare his definitions of such words as "marriage",

"education", "sin", "law", "faith", "prayer", etc., with those given in any modern dictionary. They will

probably be surprised at the great differences, and may come away with a renewed respect for this

great American.Turning to Emily Dickinson, we know that she made frequent and extensive use of



Noah Webster's 'Dictionary of the English Language' in writing her poems, paying attention not only

to definitions but also to Webster's etymologies and his illustrative quotations.The scholarly

consensus is that she probably made use of an 1844 reprint of the 1841 edition, but since this is

now rare, and since the 1828 edition was also in the Dickinson library, the present facsimile of the

1828 edition becomes an important resource for helping us to recover at least some of the senses

in which she understood certain words.The present book is a large heavy quarto volume (8.
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